How to use Alfaxan® for optimal results
INDICATIONS: Alfaxan® is indicated for the induction and maintenance of anesthesia and for induction of anesthesia followed by maintenance with an inhalant
anesthetic, in cats and dogs.
Important Alfaxan® Risk Information: Warnings, Precautions and Contraindications: When using alfaxalone, patients should be continuously monitored, and
facilities for the maintenance of a patent airway, artificial ventilation, and oxygen supplementation must be immediately available. Alfaxan® does not contain an
antimicrobial preservative. Do not use if contamination is suspected. Strict aseptic techniques must be maintained because the vehicle is capable of supporting
the rapid growth of microorganisms. Careful monitoring of the patient is necessary due to possibility of rapid arousal. Alfaxan® is contraindicated in cats and dogs
with a known sensitivity to alfaxalone or its components, or when general anesthesia and/or sedation are contraindicated. Adverse Reactions: The most common
side effects of alfaxalone include respiratory and cardiovascular derangements, such as apnea, hypotension and hypertension. Appropriate analgesia should be
provided for painful procedures.

Repeatable. Reliable. Relax.

Use of Alfaxan® for optimal results
Alfaxan® Intravenous Injectable Anesthetic for Cats and Dogs is based on the neurosteroid molecule alfaxalone.
It is a 1% (10 mg/ml) aqueous, clear, pH neutral, iso-osmolar solution of alfaxalone in cyclodextrin. It contains no
preservative. It is supplied
in 10 mL vials. Once Alfaxan® has been opened, vial contents should be drawn into sterile syringes; each syringe
should be prepared for single patient use only. Unused product should be discarded within 6 hours.
Alfaxan® is registered for induction and/or maintenance of anesthesia in both cats and dogs.

Alfaxan® has a wide therapeutic margin. Trials have shown
dogs and cats can tolerate repeated overdose (5 times the
recommended dose on three occasions) and that dogs have
tolerated single overdoses of 10 times the recommended
dose, all with no lasting negative effects and only the
requirement for respiratory support.[1-4]
Alfaxan is marketed across the globe in a number of
countries including the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Spain,
Canada, Germany, Ireland and the Netherlands.
®

In Australia, where it was first introduced in the early 2000s,
it is now used in over half of all inductions in dogs and three
quarters of all inductions in cats.[5]
All clinic staff can therefore be comfortable in adding
Alfaxan® to the list of agents currently used for anesthesia.

What is the best way to use Alfaxan®
to ensure optimal results?
As mentioned above, Alfaxan® has a wide margin between
the effective dose and the dose which may cause unwanted
side effects. Also, due to its composition, it does not cause
tissue damage if inadvertently given subcutaneously.[6] Thus
the veterinarian and nursing staff will experience a stressfree introduction of Alfaxan® to their anesthetic protocols.
However to maximize the benefits of the product the
following points are important.

1.

Premedication
Be friendly to the patient
Calm handling, use of anxiolysis and pain management
is part of modern anesthesia and Jurox, manufacturers
of Alfaxan®, strongly recommend the use of
premedication agents as well as pain control across
the entire anesthetic procedure. Alfaxan® is very
specifically an anesthetic induction and maintenance
agent. It is cleared rapidly and does not hold properties
of analgesia or prolonged sedation. Thus Alfaxan®
is not the answer on its own, but an important part
of the ideal anesthetic experience. It is recommended
that ‘balanced anesthesia’ and ‘considered polypharmacy’ be used to achieve optimal outcomes.

2. Dosage
The label highlights expected dose ranges!
The recommended dose rate for DOGS is 2 mg/kg.
The recommended dose rate for CATS is 5 mg/kg.

3. Administration
Slowly does it!
The calculated dose should be drawn up into a sterile
syringe in preparation for intravenous (IV) injection.
The product does not cause excitement if given in
sub-anesthetic doses.
Therefore THERE IS NO NEED TO ADMINISTER
THE TOTAL CALCULATED DOSE AS A SINGLE, RAPID
INJECTION: IN FACT THIS IS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE
AND NOT RECOMMENDED.

Rapid injection of the full dose may cause transient
apnea as Alfaxan® is a very fast-acting anesthetic agent.

As part of all well-planned anesthetic protocols
Jurox recommends that best-practice should be

Therefore, it is recommended that the calculated dose
is administered at a rate that would see one fourth of
the entire dose administered every fifteen seconds.
During this time standard reflexes should be monitored
to gauge the depth of anesthesia.

the norm, including:
• Adequate, ongoing staff training
• Calm handling of the patient from introduction
to recovery
• Correct labelling of syringes

This method allows the patient, in effect, to choose
the dose suitable for its individual requirements.

• Correct use and maintenance of gaseous systems
• Darkened, quiet recovery area with short-interval
monitoring

If premedication agents have been previously
administered, the total calculated dose may not be
required for every patient.

• Routine use of monitoring devices
• Maintenance of records.

4. Transition

Alfaxan® has proven, over millions of anesthetic
procedures, to have a high degree of reliability and
a consistent effect. As an induction agent it has
been used in a wide array of surgical procedures
from dentistry, castration and ovariohysterectomy,
abscess and wound debridement, tumour removal,
radiography, caesarean section, cryosurgery, tail
amputation, biopsy, nasopharyngeal endoscopy,
and many others.

As Alfaxan® is a rapidly acting agent and is cleared
quickly from the circulation[7,8], the transition to
maintenance on gaseous anesthesia should occur
immediately after intubation. Delays in moving
to gaseous anesthesia could result in the patient
lightening and thus requiring further induction doses.

5. Maintenance
If gaseous anesthesia is used for maintenance, the
machine’s performance and the patient’s cardinal signs
should be monitored throughout the surgery. Similarly,
careful monitoring is essential if Total Intravenous
Anesthesia (TIVA) is used to maintain the patient.
Alfaxan® is registered for TIVA; see the package insert
for more details..

6. Recovery
Studies show that close monitoring of the patient
during the recovery period will reduce the incidence
of post-operative fatalities. Provide a warm, dark, quiet
area for post-operative recovery and schedule shortinterval monitoring of each patient until they return
to full consciousness.

Used as recommended, Alfaxan® has been proven to
provide stress-free anesthesia for clinic staff as well
as incident-free induction, transition, maintenance
and recovery for the patient.
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The FOI for Alfaxan® (NADA#141-342) statement can be reviewed at:
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AnimalVeterinary/Products/ApprovedAnimalDrugProducts/FOIADrugSummaries/UCM326904.pdf

For more information contact:
Jurox Inc.
American Century Tower II,
4520 Main Street,
Kansas City, MO 64111
Enquiries +1-844-ALFAXAN
alfaxan@jurox.com
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